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10 and Under Kenmore Spurs Capture Odenbach Cup 

 
Congratulations to the 10 and under Kenmore Spurs who went unbeaten and outscored their 
opponents 23-1 along the way to capture first place at the Odenbach tournament. The Spurs 
have gone unbeaten in the last 4 of 5 tournaments and pushed their overall tournament rec-
ord to 18-1. Way to go boys. To dare is to do. 

 

 

 

 

Registration Now Open for 2017-2018 Season 

 
Registration for the 2017-2018 season is now open on-line through our web site at 
www.kenmoresoccer.com. As with past years, we guarantee placement on the 
Kenmore Soccer travel team for all returning players who register by July 15th. 
  
Next season will see a continuation of our Academy programs, and an expansion  
of Futsal. In conjunction with our affiliate club in Canada, the Elite Development 
Academy, we will be offering  expanded indoor futsal programs with international 
competition. We will also be expanding coaching education. 
 
The 2017-2018  season will also see a change in our uniform kit, as our current Inaria 
kits are being phased out. We are presently reviewing 3 bids for new kits, and will 
share the eventual selection as soon as it is made. 
 
We have a number of new players who have already contacted us about joining  
Kenmore Soccer for 2017-2018, and we hope to have as many of our current players 
back as possible, as we continue to grow the community’s soccer program. 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com
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Trivia Question 

(answer on page 10) 

 
 

Soccer is often called the international language.  
So, which has more members—FIFA or the United Nations? 

Apparel Orders 
 
 

We have suspended apparel orders while we negotiate a new uniform and apparel 
contract. We will update everyone shortly. 

Summer Soccer  
Advanced Camp Offered 

Camp Will Be at Edison Elementary School Fields 
 

Kenmore Soccer is pleased to be able to continue its popular summer camps, including the 
Advanced Camp for players ages 13-17 that we initiated last year. The Advanced Camp is 
designed as a High School prep camp and will focus on skills and tactics required at that 
level of play. 
 
The Advanced Camp will operate from 9:00am-Noon during  the week of July 10th—14th at 
Edison Elementary School. The cost is $85 for the week, and staff will include area college 
coaches and players. 
 
Registration for the Advanced camp is now open through www.kenmoresoccer.com. When 
you log into your account, it will appear as a New Program available for your child. 
 
If there are any questions about our Summer Camps, please feel free to contact Operations 
Manager Ken Voght at 837-1627, or voght@msn.com. 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com
mailto:voght@msn.com
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 Keeping Fun in Youth Sports, Injuries Out  

The Focus of Parents and Coaches Needs to be Good Character First 
 

by Josh Klingenberg 

 
 “I love watching you play.” 
 
Those five simple words could be the best thing a parent or coach can say to a young athlete. 
During his TED Talk, John O’Sullivan used real life examples of how saying “I love watching you play” can 
nurture the parent-child athlete relationship. O’Sullivan, founder of the Changing the Game Project — 
changingthegameproject.com — has been coaching youths in soccer for more than 20 years, from his own 
young children to Division 1 college. He created the project because he saw a problem with the state of 
youth sports. 
 
In a study, researchers at Michigan State University asked 10- to 12-year-old participants why they play 
sports. Winning was not among the top 10 answers. To have fun, stay active and improve skills were in the 
top 5. 
 
In the same study, high school athletes revealed they would rather play on a losing team than sit on the 
bench of a winning team. So why is it, then, that 70 percent of youth who have participated in sports stop 
playing organized sports after age 13? 
 
Many factors influence why kids drop out, according to research published by The Aspen Institute — As-
penporjectplay.org. A few factors are the cost associated with playing on travel teams, overuse injuries, 
and overwhelming pressure from coaches and parents on performance levels and winning. 
We cannot do much about the monetary demands associated with sports — it cost money for equipment, 
hotel rooms and gas. But, we absolutely can make changes in regard to overuse injuries and actions of par-
ents or coaches in being a determining factor of why kids drop out of sports. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control, nearly half of the 3.5 million doctor visits related to youth 
sports injuries are from overuse. These injuries such as tennis elbow, pitcher’s elbow, shin splints and ten-
dinitis of the knee, shoulder and foot are caused by repeated stress to the musculoskeletal system without 
sufficient recovery. 
 
Poor posture caused by muscle imbalances, early specialization into one sport or a previous injury can also 
lead to increased risk of harm. A proper strength training program paired with rest, nutrition and a func-
tional movement screen can help minimize overuse injuries and overtraining. 
 
The popularity of movement screens has been increasing because of their ability to catch poor movement 
patterns, which can be the result of muscular imbalances, poor neural activation and lack of joint mobility. 
 
It is recommended that highly active youth do a movement screen three to four times a year, or after the 
completion of each sport season. Injuries caused by collisions with other players or falls are a part of the 
risk of playing sport or being active, but we should try to do everything within reason to prevent overuse 
injuries. 
 
The focus of parents and coaches needs to be on the long-term development of the athletes as people of 
good character first, followed by increasing movement and sports skills, and maintaining a healthy respect 
for physical activities.  
 
Parents and coaches need to set the example of sportsmanship and integrity for the game, officials and op-
ponents.  
Parents need to also gauge the level of interest of their child in the activity, and be a part of a league or 
team that shares the same values and level of competitiveness. Remember, in most situations wins and 
losses do not mean anything until you are at the high school varsity level. 
 
Each game or competition is just new opportunity to gain experience and showcase skills athletes have 
been developing. 

http://changingthegameproject.com/
http://aspenporjectplay.org/
http://aspenporjectplay.org/
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Kenmore Niagara Elite Girls Receive High  School Recognition 

 
Congratulations to Lauren Carter, Maddie Roberts, and Maddie Small on being selected 
to participate in the 2017 Women’s Niagara Region High School All-Star Game held on 
June 7th at Youngs Sportsplex in Welland.  
 
The event concluded the high school season in Ontario, where several of the 16  and Un-
der Kenmore Niagara  Elite players led their teams to provincial playoffs. Lauren Carter’s 
St. Michael’s High School team made the trek to North Bay for the Class AA champion-
ships. They were 3-0-1 in pool play, before a one goal loss in the quarterfinals. Oksana 
Groch’s Notre Dame team travelled to Windsor and finished 4th overall in the AAA class, 
while Alyssa Arcand’s team from Jean Vanier made the provincial final in their class, be-
fore falling to 2-1 to Le Relais in the Class A championship match in Toronto. 
 
Congratulations to all of the girls for a successful high school season. 

The Buffalo Bills are happy to offer a special fundraising opportunity for Kenmore  
Soccer. Save on box office prices for pre-season games, and $5 from each ticket will  
go back to Kenmore Soccer! Tickets range from $27-$40. 

Use Promo Code: GPKSC 

August 10th vs. Minnesota 7pm 

August 31st vs. Detroit 7pm 

Tickets are subject to availability and the offer does not apply to past purchases. No re-
funds or exchanges. For questions or to purchase over the phone, feel free to contact 
Mike Carroll at 716-312-8944. 

https://oss.ticketmaster.com/html/go.htmI?l=EN&t=bills&o=4879627&g=6863
https://oss.ticketmaster.com/html/go.htmI?l=EN&t=bills&o=4879627&g=6863
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Christian Pulisic's Success Could Change  

How Athletes Are Developed in the U.S. 
 
 
If you don’t know Christian Pulisic’s name now, you will. He is the American soccer star that America has been wait-
ing for, well, forever to watch. 
 
He is 18 years old and hails from Hershey, Pennsylvania. He’s scored four goals in his past five games for the United 
States men’s national team as it attempts to qualify for the 2018 World Cup. He is not hype. He is not just potential. 
He is a brilliant tactical player and already an established presence with Borussia Dortmund, a traditional powerhouse 
in the German professional league. 

Did we mention he is 18 years old? 
 
Pulisic has a chance to change soccer in this country. And he also may change the way soccer players – or even bas-
ketball and hockey players – are developed. 
 
The way he was brought along by his parents might even answer the long-standing question about American soccer, 
American players and the American system – why can’t we create truly elite players? 
 
No one is expecting the U.S. to become Germany overnight, with waves and waves of talent, depth beyond belief. 
Former national coach Jurgen Klinsmann’s strategy was actually signing German team castoffs who had at least one 
American parent (usually a military member) and taking them. They often ranked among our best. 
 
Why not a homegrown star, though? Tens of millions of kids have played soccer here through the decades and while 
we’ve produced a smattering of excellent players, there’s rarely been a truly world-class one. Pulisic may become 
that. 
 
The oft-cited logic is that our best athletes play football or basketball or baseball, not soccer. This is true and I once 
agreed with it, but if you look at the elite soccer players around the globe, it’s not like they are a collection of LeBron 
James and Cam Newtons. 
 
Great and skilled athletes? Absolutely. But Lionel Messi stands 5-foot-7. Cristiano Ronaldo is 6-1, 175 pounds. Ney-
mar is 5-9. 
 
The USMNT players look like all the other players. Sometimes, they look even better. We can run and jump with any-
one. That isn’t it. 
 
The emergence of Pulisic, who checks in at 5-8 and a slight 140 pounds, from the same club-level teams that so 
many Americans participate has sparked a lot of thought at USA Soccer about how to make more players like 
him. Pulisic is obviously a naturally gifted player (both parents played college soccer). And he benefited from his fa-
ther being an international coach capable of getting him some time and training in Europe. 
 
A story by George Dohrmann last week – “The Christian Pulisic Blueprint” – revealed that his upbringing was pretty 
simple. His parents didn’t push him to train a million hours a week, overburden him with private coaches and wel-
comed participation in other sports. Those are all important items. 
 
What stood out, however, was the following passage, which might apply not just to soccer, but the way youth, high 
school and even college athletics (particularly basketball) is done. It centers on the decision to stick with a good trav-
el club – PA Classics in this case – rather than go with the bigger and supposedly better suitors that came in from 
near and far to attempt to get Pulisic to play for them. 
 
He spurned the academy team of the Philadelphia Union, a unit consistently more talent-laden and successful than 
the PA Classics. 
 
“When you are the best player on your team but your team is not as good, it means you handle the ball more, you 
have to do more to carry your team and in the process, you are developing your game,” says Richie Williams, an as-
sistant coach with the U.S. men’s national team who coached Christian, then 15, at the U-17 residency program in 
Bradenton and in the 2015 U-17 World Cup. “If it is a loaded team, that same player might be identified as a role 
player and never develop those skills.” 
 
American youth sports almost always push good players to the highest level of competition, thus surrounding them 
with the most amount of talent so they are most likely to win. Bigger is almost always considered the best route to 
development. It is the basic stable of all travel teams, high schools and NCAA programs. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/usmnts-christian-pulisic-scores-twice-tt-bag-three-world-cup-qualifying-points-015248816.html
http://www.ussoccer.com/mens-national-team
http://www.ussoccer.com/mens-national-team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2018_FIFA_World_Cup
https://sports.yahoo.com/soccer/teams/borussia-dortmund/
https://sports.yahoo.com/soccer/players/cristiano-ronaldo
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2713937-the-christian-pulisic-blueprint?_branch_match_id=403271276012690981
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Verbal Abuse from Parents, Coaches is Causing a  

Referee Shortage in Youth Sports 
By Nick Eilerson (AllMetSports) 

 
Graver raised the whistle to his lips midway through the second half, bracing to shift his focus from the 
sideline hysterics to the girls’ soccer game at hand three years ago.  

And that’s when the veteran youth soccer referee saw two men walking onto the field.  

It was a Sunday afternoon at an under-16 tournament in Vienna, and Graver had just ejected an invec-
tive-spewing coach. Without warning or permission, two angry parents marched across the field to take 
the coach’s place on the bench. 

Uncertainty gripped Graver. Emotions were running high. There was no field marshal or senior official in 
the vicinity. It was the only time Graver can remember feeling fear as a referee.  

“It could have easily escalated into something physical,” Graver said. 

Following a decade as a referee, Graver returned for one more season. But he said that incident in Vien-
na crystallized a creeping realization: His days in the job were numbered.  

“I said, ‘I would rather spend my time on the weekends with my kids and with my wife than stand out 
here and be abused by these parents,’ ” said Graver, who kept good to his word and hasn’t been a refer-
ee in the past two years. “It doesn’t make sense.” 

Graver’s experience — or something similar — plays out every weekend across the country.  

Administrators contend that escalating verbal abuse is partially to blame for a dwindling referee pool in 
youth and high school sports. The fallout is crippling officiating bodies mired in a deeply cutthroat sports 
culture, one that often holds amateur referees to a professional standard. 

Perhaps no sport suffers from the shortage more than soccer. Player participation numbers rise every 
year in the D.C. area while referee organizations grapple with stagnation or decline, leaving youth 
leagues in a constant scramble to fill officiating slots. 

Soccer is not alone in its troubles. Mid-Atlantic Officials, one of the D.C. area’s largest referee assigning 
groups for baseball, is enduring its worst shortage of umpires and referees in more than 25 years, ac-
cording to Commissioner John Porter.  

Only about half of the umpires who complete one year are back for a second year, and the five-to-seven 
year attrition rate hovers around 80 percent.  

In football, the Fairfax County Football Officials Association said it has experienced a 40 percent drop 
over the past three years, according to an estimate by referee assignor Andre Jones. 

Both Porter and Jones pointed to referee abuse as a significant driving force behind the declines. and 
abusive language has doubled. 

 

……..continued on page 7 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/nick-eilerson/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/highschools
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……..continued from page 6 

It was certainly a factor in Kevin Griffin’s decision to quit officiating youth football games two years ago. Griffin recalled see-
ing five or six irate parents approach him in the parking lot after a spring flag football game in Gainesville, Va. The 15-year 
officiating veteran instinctively reached for his granddaughters’ two aluminum softball bats in the trunk of his car, stepped 
forward and asked, “Who’s going to be first?” 

“When it gets to that point right there, I came home and I talked to my wife, and she was like, ‘Nope, that’s it. Give it up. 
Let it go,’ ” Griffin said. “And that’s what I did.” 

It’s a decline transpiring wherever games are played. On average, only two of every 10 officials return for their third year of 
officiating, according to the National Federation of State High School Associations. 

And Barry Mano, founder and president of the 22,000-member National Association of Sports Officials, does not expect the 
situation to improve anytime soon. More referee shortages will mean more game cancellations, leaving youth and high 
school sports with a growing problem.  

“Without us going out there and working these games, we’ve got Armageddon,” Mano said. 

Close calls, angry reactions 
Last month, a few minutes into sudden-death overtime of an opening-round game of the Virginia 6A North region boys’ soc-
cer tournament between Patriot High and W.T. Woodson, a Patriot player sent a long ball upfield, with three teammates 
standing in offside positions. 

A fourth teammate, however, tore through a gap in the Woodson defense from an onside position, rounded the goalkeeper 
and scored the winning goal. Assistant referee Scott Hartman stood directly across from the play on the sideline and main-
tains total conviction in the decision not to call offside. 

With the game over, a pair of incensed Woodson players beelined for Hartman. Their coach, Andrew Peck, who has since 
stepped down from his position, stormed in seconds later to unload another diatribe. 

As Hartman and his two fellow referees packed up their gear, parents and fans lobbed insults at them on their way toward 
the stadium exit. Some stood menacingly at the end of the fence line, apparently waiting for the refs to come their way.  

W.T. Woodson’s director of student activities, Dan Checkosky, approached the refs and insisted on escorting them to their 
cars. But he did little to quiet the fans, according to Hartman, and even chastised the referees for missing several possible 
fouls by Patriot. 

“I told him, ‘You’re the exact reason that we’re losing referees, and you’re the reason that parents and coaches are out of 
control,’ ” Hartman said. 

The abuse often takes on a different form for female referees, many of whom say they encounter sexism nearly every time 
they step onto the field.  

“I’ve had no compunction about tossing a player who’s spat at me or called me a whore,” said veteran soccer referee Thea 
Bruhn, who said adult recreational games are most prone to egregious behavior. “I’ve been called that and worse in at least 
a dozen languages.” 

Lauren Hartman, Scott’s older sister, quit refereeing high school games last year after becoming fed up with snippy players 
and the coaches who enable them. 

“It’s terrifying that we’re going to live in a society where if you scream and holler and curse and make yourself a fool that 
you’re going to get your way,” said Hartman, 29. “That’s absolutely crazy.” 

Not worth the sacrifice 
In response to rising reports of controversy, the Commonwealth Soccer Officials Association (CSOA) began conducting 
match inspections at Northern Virginia high schools in mid-April. Of the 42 matches inspected, 85 percent featured loud 
vocal dissent from fans, of which 20 percent included spectator profanity.  

……..continued on page 8 
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……..continued from page 7 

 

Hartman points the finger at school administrators. While some schools are vigilant about maintaining 
decorum, he said, others neglect holding their coaches accountable for poor behavior. 

“It’s a joke,” said Scott Hartman, 27. “They’re more worried about wins and losses.” 

There are numerous other explanations. Officiating organizations emphasize tolerance and allow coach-
es to dictate which referees work certain games. An explosion of travel leagues coincides with overzeal-
ous parents who want to see their kids strive for college scholarships. Professional players on television, 
meanwhile, show kids that feigning injury and berating referees are normal behaviors. 

In Virginia, some coaches cite a feedback system that they say lacks transparency and doesn’t allow 
them to adequately provide evaluations of referee performance. 

And then there’s the existential view.  

 “There’s no moral fiber left in our society,” said Northern Virginia Football Officials Association Commis-
sioner Dennis Hall, who dealt with 32 player and coach ejections across all levels of youth football in 
2016. “People think because they paid to get into the game they can say and do anything they want, 
and they think they know the rules better than the officials because they watch television.” 

Referees often leave their day jobs early to travel to far-flung games and get home around 10:30 p.m. 
Center referees earn about $66 per varsity game, while linesmen take in $47. 

A former referee, who spoke only on the condition of anonymity, thought back to what prompted him 
to quit. It was a freezing night in Northern Virginia two years ago, and parents were eviscerating him 
for calling a penalty kick in a 1-0 high school game. 

At some point, it dawned on him. He was cold; he was wet; his family was waiting for him at home. 
Why was he on this frigid turf field, enduring this relentless torrent of callous barbs? 

“There’s zero regard for the fact that I’m making a sacrifice to be here,” he thought, “and I’m being 
sacrificed.” 
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serving the area's best pizza, 
and supporting our  
youth soccer teams 

   

 

 

 

2375 Elmwood Avenue  

in Kenmore 

Trivia Answer - from page 2 

 

 
FIFA has 211 members, while the  
United Nations has 193 members. 

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 

 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, 
we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player 

recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  
information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 

Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
jpg or gif format. 

http://www.hrgweb.com/
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com
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Fund Raising 
 

The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  
needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 

 

If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com 
with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get 

back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 

Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com 
E-Mail — voght@msn.com 

 
Telephone — 716-837-1627 

Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 

 

➢      To be the best club in our community 
➢       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
➢       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of     
         our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,     
         and fun 
➢       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 

The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your con-
tributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please 
speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 

mailto:voght@msn.com
http://www.kenmoresoccer.com
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com

